
48th Congress, * HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, j Report 
1st Session. f \ No. 1303. 

DAM ACROSS THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER AT SAINT CLOUD, 
MINN. 

April 15, 1884.—Referred to the House Calendar and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Seymour, from the Committee on Commerce, submitted the fol¬ 
lowing 

REPORT: 
[To accompany bill H. R. 6657.] 

The Committee on Commerce, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 3678) 
authorizing the Saint Cloud Water Power and Mill Company to construct 
a darn across the Mississippi River at Saint Cloud, Minn., beg leave to 
report: 

The Falls of Saint Anthony, at Minneapolis, are an insuperable ob¬ 
stacle to navigation on the Mississippi River. From that point up to 
Saint Cloud, a distance of about 100 miles, the river is navigable for 
small steamers at very high stages of water, but not at an ordinary 
stage. Prior to 1860, there was considerable steamboating by small 
craft at high water on this reach of the river, but in that year a rail¬ 
road was completed from Minneapolis to Saint Cloud, ou the east bank 
of the river, since which time, owing partly to the railroad and partly 
to the formation of sand bars at various points in the bed of the stream, 
navigation on the river rapidly decreased till 1878, at which time it 
ceased altogether, and no boats have plied on this reach of the river 
since that time. 

Three miles above Saint Cloud is the head of the Sauk Rapids, at 
which point there is a strong and substantial dam of granite across the 
river, which dam furnishes an excellent water-power for milling and 
manufacturing purposes, and has been in existence for more than ten 
years. Three miles below this point, at the foot of the rapids, is the 
old steamboat landing, which is the head of navigation on this reach 
of the river (see Chief Engineer’s Report, 1881, pages 1833,1834,1835). 
From the foot of the rapids to Brainard, a distance of about 100 miles, 
the river is wholly non-navigable, except for logs, and no boats of any 
kind have ever run or attempted to run on this reach of the river. 

In 1875 and in 1880 examinations and surveys were made of the 
rapids by Government engineers (see report cited above), with a view of 
extending navigation above the foot of the rapids. Two plans were 
proposed by the Government engineers. One plan was to improve and 
enlarge the existing dam at the head of the rapids, and from thence to 
carry the water in a canal built on the side of the river to the foot of 
the rapids. The other plan was to construct a dam, with suitable locks, 
at the foot of the rapids. 

Either plan would be very expensive and of little or no practical util¬ 
ity, and the Government has failed to take any steps, and justly so, to 
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carry out either of these plans. It is at the foot of the rapids, at the 
old steamboat landing in Lower Saint Cloud, or rather just above this 
point, where it is designed by the bill to construct the proposed dam. 
The dam would not only be no obstruction to navigation, for there 
is none, in fact, but would be the main essential prerequisite to render 
the river navigable above the foot of the rapids. At the foot of these 
rapids is an excellent water-power, now undeveloped and unused, 
within the confines of a thriving city of 6,000 people. 

The construction of the proposed dam would afford a most excellent 
and much-needed water-power for this city, and at the same time could 
be so constructed as to be readily available and useful for purposes of 
navigation. The dam should be so constructed as to provide for the 
free and easy passage of logs and rafts, and so that a suitable lock for 
the passage of boats could at any time be placed in the dam, when 
deemed necessary by the Secretary of War. The bill with proposed 
amendments makes due provision for all this, and reserves full power 
to the Government in the premises. 

Your committee recommend the passage of the accompanying substi¬ 
tute in place of House bill 3678, which was referred to it, which sub¬ 
stitute conforms to the suggestions of General Wright, Chief of En¬ 
gineers, hereto annexed. 

A. 

Engineer Office, U. S. A., 
Saint Paul, Minn., February 27, 1884. 

General: I have the honor to return herewith hill No. 3678, House of Representa¬ 
tives, Forty-eighth Congress, first session, authorizing the Saint Cloud Water-Power 
and Mill Company to construct a dam, &c., across the Mississippi River at Saint Cloud, 
Minn., sent me for report, by indorsement Office of the Chief of Engineers, dated Feb¬ 
ruary 20. 

The Mississippi River above the Falls of Saint Anthony is part of the navigable 
waters of the United States, and was navigated until within the past five or six years 
by steamers which ascended to within a mile of Sauk Rapids, the latter being about 
2 miles above Saint Cloud. 

No steamboat navigation at present exists on this portion of the stream. 
The improvement of the Mississippi River from Pokegama Falls to the Falls of Saint 

Anthony, as part of the third subdivision Mississippi Transportation Route, was re¬ 
ported upon in 1875, by my predecessor, and the cost of lock and dam for overcoming 
the obstructions at Sauk Rapids included in the estimate for improvement. 

There are two bridges now spanning the river at Saint Cloud and a bridge and mill 
dam at Sauk Rapids. These obstructions have not been authorized by Congress, so 
far as known at this office. 

The bill authorizes the construction of a dam and canal for water-power purposes 
and a wagon and foot bridge for public travel; the style and dimensions of bridge not 
stated. 

The provisos in the bill are, in effect, as follows : 
That the dam shall be so constructed as uot to interfere writh the existing water¬ 

power at Sauk Rapids; and so that the United States Government can, at any time, build 
a lock in connection with it by taking possession and paying the company the actual 
cost of the dam, provided, in so doing, no detriment be done to the water-power 
created by said dam. 

As to the provisos : Interference with the water-power at Sauk Rapids is a matter 
that only interests the two water-power companies; the dam, if built, might not 
prove, either as to kind or location, a suitable one should Congress ever order a lock 
to be built at this point; and the words “ detriment of the water-power,” &c., might 
possibly be susceptible of such construction as to interfere with the supply of water 
to the lock. 

There seems, at the date of this writing, little probability of a lock and dam being 
ordered for purposes of navagation at Saint Cloud or Sauk Rapids, but it is not safe 
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to rest upon such assumption. There would seem to he no objection, however, to 
the company constructing the bridge, as also a dam and canal for the utilization of its 
water-power, subject to the following provisions : 

(1.) That the works be constructed so as to provide for the free passage of saw-logs 
and for rafts and boats when necessary. 

(2.) That such changes or modifications in the works as the Secretary of War may 
from time to time deem necessary in the interest of navigation shall be made at the 
expense of the water-power company. 

(3.) That in case of any litigation arising from the obstruction of the channel by 
the dam, canal, or bridge, the cause may be tried in the district court of the United 
State for the district in which the works are situated. 

Yery respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHAS. J. ALLEN, 

Major of Engineers. 
Brig. Gen. H. J. Weight, 

Chief of Engineers, U. S. A. 
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